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TO THE | | 


LORDS | 


AND 


COMMONS, 
Parliament Aſſembled, 


Is Humbly Offered, | 


An Account of ſome Few of the many Severe 


SUFFERINGS 


14 OF THE 
| People calld Quakers, 


. "IM 1ythes, &c. By the old and rigorous| | | 
Methods, notwithſtanding the late Ac i 
V "I the more eahe Recovery of 


Small I ythes by . Warrants. 
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To the Lords and Commons in Parliament 
Aſſembled is Humbly Offered an Account 
of ſome few of the many Sufferings of 
the People eall'd Quakers, &c. 

Cauſe of Chriſt, as in Conſcience we are perſwaded, 


A yet believe it our Duty to Demonſtrate to the Go- 
vernment, in a tew Inſtances, the Extream Qpprefſion and 
Ruin we are, and have long been Expoſed unto. 

1. Our Refuſing to pay Tythes, or forced Maitainance 
to the Clergy, is real Matter of Conſcience toward our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and a chief Reaſon of our Perſwaſion 
of Conſcience therein is grounded on Chriſt's Command 
to his Miniſters, freely ye have received, freely give, Mat. 10. 
And upon his Abrogation of the Levitical and Ceremo- 
nial Law, for Tythes to the Prieſthood of Levi, Heb. 7. 

2. Thoſe Prieſts (fo Term'd) who now Claim Tythes, 
not as a Divine Right but by Human Law, by their ſo 
letting fall their Pretenſion of Jus Divinum,do thereby Un- 
prieſt themſelves, they being formerly Claimed by them, 
& Prieſts, and as Due to the Spirituality, to God and holy 
Church, which was the Popiſh Plea, and Oppoſed by 
former Proteſtants, and divers Proteſtant Martyrs.” 

3. What Oppreſſion and Extortion in the Land can 
Paralel theirs, who under pretence of Law and Human 
Rizht, do Inhumanly and Barbaroafly Oppreſs their In- 
nocent Neighbours for ſmall Tythes, Eaſter Reckonings, 

A..3 | c. 


Lths it is our Principle patiently to ſuffer in the 


| 


[4] 


cc. It may be ſome for the Value of a Tyth Pigg, 
Goole, or little Orchard Fruit, &c. as if they valued 
the ſame more than their Neighbours Liberty or Life, 
Proſecatins honeſt Induſtrious Perſons, both Men and 
Women, even Widows, in the Exchequer and other 
Courts, unto Impriſonments, Sequeſtrations, or Executions 
upon their Eſtates, Seizing their Land, Corn, and Cattle, 
not ſparing to them their Plow-Cattle, Horſes and Oxen, 


their Milch Cows, Calves and Sheep, Cc. (Beſides the 


Profecutions in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts unto Excommu- 
nication, in order to obtain Writs De Ercommunicato 
Capiendo, and on ſmall Occaſions, as Smoak-Penny, &.) 
{o that thereby many are Expoſed to Ruin; their Familics 
and Childrens Bread, Milk and Subſtenance being taken 
away from them. Oh! Horrible Oppreſſion, pray Con- 
ſider the Cry thereof, and what a Reproach it is to the 
very Profeſſion of Chriſtianity ? - 

4. Their demanding. Wages, or Hire, of them they do 
no Work for, and Money. fortheir Wares or Merchandiſe, 
(i. e. their Preaching ) of ſuch who refuſe to Buy, appears 
very Unreaſonable, and much more to Impriſon Mens Per- 
ſons, Sequeſter their Eſtates, and driveand take away their 
Goods, and that to great Exceſs, as will appear hereafter. 

If ſuch Injurious, Ruinous, Dealing were. Practiced or 
Allowed among Tradeſmen, or in any Lawful Com- 
merce among Men; How would Human Society, or. Tra- - 
ding, be Maintain'd? For Tradeſmen who have parted 
with a valuable Conſideration for what is due to them, 
are not ſo Severe upon their Debtors, for conſiderable 


Zums, as many of thoſe that call themſelves Spiritual Men 


are, for very {mall Sums, when they never parted with 
any Goods valuable to them whom they ſo ſeverely 

Profecute. | 
5. Where have they any ſuch Example or Preſident 
from any of. Chriſt's Miniſters. mentioned in baren 
either 


E 


either for taking Tythes, Suing People for them, or thus 


Spoiling and Ruining them for - a Maintenance? We 


find none. SS 
6. And that which is an Indication of Revenge and Ma- 


lice, and not of Humanity, or what's eſteemed a Legal Right, 


is their having obtained late Laws for the more eaiy 


Recovery of ſmall Tythes, and yet to Evade the ſame, 
proceed in their old Chargeable and Deſtructive Courles ; 
as the following Inſtances do thew, in the ſeveral Me- 


thods of 'Sequeſtration, Treble Damages, Common Law, 


and Excommunication. 


Proſecutions in the Exchequer, to Inpriſonmeni 


in order to Sequeſtrations. 


Geozge Shaw and William Shaw, of Brookſide, in 
Bradfield Pariſh, S proſecuted in the Exchequer, 
at the Suits of Edward Manſell, Prieſt of Ecclesfield, and 


Forthh.re. 
- 


George Fox and Henry Fox Impropriators, all Plantifts, for 
20s. Tithes, which the Court of Exchequer Decreed to 


be due to the ſaid Plantiffs, from both the ſaid Perſons, 
viz, 6 8. 8 d. from George Shaw; and 13 8. 4 d. from 
William Shaw ; which they Conſcientioully refuſing to 
pay, were committed Priſoners. to | 7ork-Caltle, the 16th 
Day of the 2d Month, called April, 1698. where they 


were continued: Priſoners until the firſt Day of Ofober, 


1703. being about 5 Years... N 


John Gill, of Thrup in Northamptonſhire, was proce: 
ed againſt by the Juſtices, upon the late Acts, for Re- 
covery of Small Tithes, who granted their Warrant for 
Diſtreſs, for two Years Tithes, to Job Kjrk, Prieſt, and 
Diſtreſs was made thereupon: But for the other three 


Northam» 
rontbire. 


1702. 
% 


Years, the ſaid Prieſt proceeded againſt the ſaid John Gull - 


in the Excbequer, for about 31 s. Tithes, And 


Xorthamp- 
tonſhire. 


* 1 "Ti > bf _ 
Vo / 2 


— 


ES 
And John Gill thereupon was Committed to Vorthamp- 
ton. Gaol, the ↄth of the th Month, called July, where 
he remained 5 Months, 


4 homas Binpon, Senior, of Huilcort, in Northampton- 
ſire, Yeomen, Aged about 91. Years, Blind and Deaf, 


_ proiecuted in the Court of Exchequer, by Edward Hall, 


Prieſt of Holcott, aforeſaid, for 55 l. demanded for 
11 Years Tithes, and taken up by an Atachment, and 


- Committed to Northampton-Gaol, the 22d of November, 


1702. Where he was cloſe confined ; and through his 
Age and Weakneſs, he fainted away when he came into 
Priſon, by his being removed five Miles from home, fo that 


they had much ado to Recover him to Life. — Yet, not- 


withſtanding his weak Condition, the Prieſt's Attorney 
brought a Writ of Habeas Corpus, and a Warrant to the 


Hunting 
confhire 
1702. 


moved the Court, and obtained a ſecond Writ of Habeas 
Corpus, returnable before the laſt Day of the Term, for 
removing the ſaid languiſhing aged Man to the ſaid Court, 


Gaoler, to remove him up to London, to appear the firſt 
Day of the Term. But the Gdoler knowing the Incapa- 


city and Weakneſs of the poor Old Man, refuſed to carry 
him up upon that Writ, and made return of his lan- 
guiſhing Condition. Nevertheleſs, the Proſecutor again 


upon a Fenalty againſt the Sheriff, if not obeyed. 

Since which, three Depoſitions were ſent up of the 
ſaid Priſoner his being Aged about 91 Years, and both 
Blind and Deaf; for the moſt part keeping his Bed, and 


not able to walk the length of his Room. 


John Goads, of Warboyce, in Huntingtonshire, a poor 
Man, having a Wife and five ſmall Children, was 
taken from his ſaid Wife and Children, and Committed 
to Huntington-Gaol, on the 4th of the 6th Month, where 


he continued Priſoner 14 Weeks, at the Suit of John Mar- 


burton, 


73 
a zurton, Prieſt, for 7 s. 9 d. ſmall Tithes. But the Prieſt con- 
ſidering the ſaid Sufferer was but a poor Man, paid his 
Fees, and diſcharg'd him from his Impriſonment: Where- 
in he ſhewed more Compaſſion than many of his 
Brethren. 


cy 


: os thn Ae. n Crrotnt 
| Thomas Archer, e., was, upon the 25th Z. 
| Day of the 5th Month, called July, 1702. Committed _—_ 
to Lincoln-Caſtle, upon the Sheriffs Warrant, for Eleven 
Years ſmall Tithes, at 5 s. per Year, is 2 l. 15 8. —at 
the Suit of William Quipp, Vicar of Harmſton, where he 
was kept cloſe Priſoner; until diſcharged by Superſedeas 
the 27th of the 4th Month, 1703. 


John Cowling, Subpæna'd into the Exchequer for gone: 
Tithes, to appear the 12th of the z2th Month, called jr 
February, 1701. at the Suit of John Sellick, Impropriator, 
was Committed to 1/che/ter-Gaol, the 14th of the 2d 
Month, call'd April, 1702. from thence was by Habeas 
Corpus removed up to the Exchequer-Bar, by the Plantiff, 
the 18th of the gth Month following; and for not Ap- 
pearing and Anſwering, was, by the Barons, Committed 
to the Fleet Priſon ; and by them diſcharged, the 6th Day 
of the, x2th Month. call'd February, 1703. At the third 
time of his being brought to the Bar, upon the taking the 
Bill pro confeſſo, and ordering him to pay the Charge 
of the Attachment. oh | 


_ * Note, That his Proſecutor*s Bill of Coft was 45 4, 137. 
and by the Deputy-Remembrancer reduced to 35 J. 10 s. 
for. only 91. 95. 3 d. as proved by one Witneſs, upon the 
Commiſion of Enquiry, And his Profecutor ſtill continues 
bis Procedare in the reh 16 r, in order to 4 % ee 
«na hath ſince taken way his Goods by Juſtices Warrants, 
for the Taft Tear” Tithes, viz. for 51.13 5. took two Cows 
and Calves, to the value of 6.1. 10. And 


f- 
there. 
175. 


Oxfor Js 
hire. 
1 702 . 


Eſſex. 


Jaid Impropriator,. for 


LB ] 
And for this Tear 1 703: an Order is granted to the afore- 

8 J. 45. 44. by a Jaſtice's Warrant; 
for which the Officers took two, Plowing-Bullocks, and Sold 
them, returning the Overplasy Me Shilling. 


Preſent Prefoners o Exchequer Proceſs and 
Excommunication Writs. 


Edward Lozd, of Ailton, in the Pariſh of Shipton, 
Priſoner, at the Suit of John Palmer, Vicar of ihe Pa- 
riſh of Shipton, for 3 l. demanded, for about Twenty.Years 
imall Tithes, as Apples, Eggs, Offerings and Garden- 


 Penny.——He was Committed to Oxford-Gaol, the 27th 
Of. the xath Month, called January, 1700. upon an At- 


tachment for not Appearing. Where he {till remains 
Priſoner. 


Ezabery Dughes , of Clemens, near Oxford, Widow, 
being left with {ix Fatherleſs Children, was Subpzna'd 
into the Exchequer in Hillary-Term, 1701. at the Suit of 
John Sayer, Prieſt of Harwell, in Berkshire, for Twenty 
Years Tithes, pretended to be due from William Haines 


of Harwell, aforeſaid, Deceaſed, who left his Wife Exe- 
_cutrix ; and ſhe dying Inteſtate, the Right of Admini- 


ſtration was in her Daughter, the ſaid Elizabeth Hughes. 
And in or about the 4th Month, called June, 1702. ſhe 
was Committed to Oxford-Gaol, on an Atachment out of 


Thomas Pettit, of Ler- lan in Eſſex, proſecuted in 


the Exchequer, in 1699. in order to a Sequeſtration, at 


the Suit of Henry Abbot, Eſq; Impropriator, for Tithes 
to the value of 1 1. 13 8. as formerly Rated; and the N 


the Exchequer, for not Appearing; #FAlitzganatet 
PEA, FOI "Met TRE 


a ut, £7 my 


A. Ws 


one of rhe (a1 


{9 ] 


of Suit 12 J. 18 5. was brought up to the Excpequer- Bar, 


$4.7 © Cha 43 TV 2 « 4 1 144 z & & P ; 0 
and by the Barons Committ d from thence to the Fleet- 
Priſon, the 24th of the 11th Month, 1699. and about the 
6th Month, 1703. was diſcharged, :. ... 17 +7 


Note, Sometimes they Iimpriſon firſt, and then ſeize 
the Goods; and othertimes, ſeize the Goods, and then lin- 


priſon. 


10 


Thomas Hutchinſon, - of 0%) -Iind in Ejſex, was Ie 
Committed to Che/msford-Gaol, the 7th of the 3d Month, 
calld Alu, 1699, upon an Attachment for one Year's 
Tithes, of about 3 . 10, 5. at the Suit of Job Harte, an 


- 0 . | 
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Impropriator, and is ſtill continued Priſoner. 


William Wright. of Sutton in Cambridge. ſpire, Sub- Cog 
pzna'd into the Exchequer in Michaelms Term, 1700. at“ 
the Suit of A. Mall av, Farmer, of. the Imprppriation 
for about 4 Yea 7 Tithes, pf 10 Acres of Gorn,, Whereof 
ON the aid 4 Years was Fallow, and for not ap- 
pearing, was dy an Attachment Committed to Cambridge- 
Caſtle, the gth of the 2d Month, calld April, 1701. 
where he ſtill remains. e SO oy SES 


Jane Splatt, of Bie Tracie, in the County of De- Den. 
d D Widow, was by Francis Stoate, Prieſt of that“ “e 
Pariſh, about Nine Years ſince Committed to the Gaol for 

the County of Devon, on, the Statute 27 Hen. VIII, for 

about 4 6. demanded for two Years, Garden- Penny, Eaſter- 
Reckonings, Ke. altho' the Antient Cuſtom. was but 7 4. 

„r Year — ſince ' which the Prieſt demands 24 3. and 
Subræna's her into the Exchequer for the ſame, return— 


able in Hilary-Term, 1701. and in or about the 5th 
Mouth, called Jh, 1702. ſhe was Committed to the 2 
JF x : B Slierids 


f, 
1 & 
+, 
- . 
= 
f 
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= * 4 


60 


. Sheriffs Priſon near Exon, where ſhe remains Pri- 


ſoner. 


Note, How can the ſaid Prieſt fay this part of the Le- 


tam, That it may pleaſe thee, O Lord, to defend and 


Somerſet- 


ire. 


© provide for the Fatherleſs Children and Widows, and 
all that ave Deſolate and Oppreſſed ? Whey for ſuch a ſmall 
Sum he Oppreſſeth, and endeavours to make ſuch deſolate ; 
get ſaith, We beſeech the to hear us, good Lord. 


ane Small, a poor Woman of 7/izzron, in the 
Cay of Devon, cited into the Con . at Exon, 
at the Suit of William Riſden Prieſt of the ſame (not- 
withſtanding her Landlord paid the faid Prieſt his demand 
Yearly) where ſhe not appearing, the Prieſt got two 
Juſtices to ” 2 Warrant, and Committed her to the 
County-Gaol, where ſhe till remains. 7 


Eleanoꝛ Pedle, of Saomerton, was, the zoth of the 1 ith 
Month, called January, 1701. Committed to 1/chefter-Gaol, 
upon an Attachment out of the Exchequer, on account of 
fmall Tithes, at the Suit of Fo. Wren, Prieſt of Somerton, 
and remains a Prifoner. 


Jeremiah Bucy, Proſecuted by John. Bower, Vicar 
of the Pariſh of Burnham, firſt before the Juſtices for 


Tithes, in September 1698. and for want of Evidence 


before them, to prove the Tithes, gets him Excommuni- 
cated ; and upon the 19th of the 11th Month, 1699. 
was, upon a Writ De Excommunicato Capiendo, Commited 
by the Sheriffs Warrant to I{cheſter-Gaol, where he re- 
mains a Priſoner. 


i- John Tidd, of Chartris, in the Ide of El, was, the: 
4 14th day of the 6th Month, called Aaguſt, 1703. taken 


up 


Hire. 


n 
up by an Attachment out of the Exchequer, and Com- 
mitted to Cambriage-Caſtle, at the Suit of William Tur- 
kinton, Prieſt of Chartris, for ſmall Tithes, and re- 
mains Priſoner. 


John Warth. of Chartris, aforeſaid, was by an At- c:m!rizg- 
tachment out of the Exchequer, Committed to Cambridge- Hire. 


Caſtle the 14th of the 6th Month, called Auguſt, 1703. 


at the Suit of William Tarkinton, Prieſt, aforeſaid, for 
one Year's Tithes, and ſome part of another, and remains 


Priſoner. 


william Claxon, brought Priſoner to Cambridge Ca. Combritg- 
ſtle, the 2oth of October, 1703. upon an Attachment for %%. 
N at the Suit of William Turkinton, Prieſt, afore- 
ſaid. 

Note, That the ſaid Prieſt took his Tith is kind laſt Tear, 
ind Impriſons him for the Tear before, 


John Hall and John Wilkinſon, of Shildon, were 
ws 19th 9 the yay called Augaſt, 170 z. Com- n 
mitted to Darham-Gaol, upon a Writ of Rebellion, out of 
the Exchequer, at the Suit of Cicely Moorecraft, a Prieſt's 
Widow, his Executrix, tor Tithe of Hay, Wool, Lamb 
and Geeſe, &c. 


Proſecuted in the 


William Jackſon,) 
| mover Chalkley, — of Exchequer, 
IArnould frowd, bor Eaſter- Offerings; 
The Cafe ] John Beale, dad allo for ſmall 
of | onathan Wood, Tithes, at the Suit 
Ne car of Szepney, in the 


County of Middleſex. 
9 2 , 0 * | : x. \ | A 4 5 
B 2 The 


— * 
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The Rites ſet upon the Eafter-Offtefings, ' and Tithes 
Claimed by the ſaid John Wright, in his lt of Complaint 
againſt them preferred in the Exchequer, are as  followeth; 


ene . 
For Eaſter Offerings ory Per on, oo 03 
A Cock. nee TY... o8 
A Hen, 51 C 
A Goc! e LION, |} | 00 04 
A Duck, | DS 04: 
ASO -w. a | n 0601 08 
A Cow, oo 06 
2 Tyroips for every. acre ſowed in he 275 0 
F . OJ 1717: THISUN 15% Be 


The laid Vicar alſo males Claim upon Gardens: Or- 
chards, Calves,” Lambs, Wool and Milk, in his ſaid Bill 
of Complaint, 

\- Whereas it's known; that the Perſons aboveſaids echo 
are proſecuted ) being mot df them Inhabitants in and 
near Spit tie- Fields (and John Conſtantine in Ratcliff ) their 


places of Habitations, allow not the keeping Toth things, 


they not uſeing Lands, ſome of them mean Shop-keepers'; 
and others, ſuch as dayly labour honeſtly for their Own 
and. Families Subſiſtenqc ce. 

AAherefore / not ca fable ef being bebe or poſſeſsd 
with ſuch Goods as are mentioned in thetſaid B 
Now this Proſecution in the Exchequer, tends not 
only to the * Opprefſignz but alſe to the Ruine of 


the Perſom aforeſ 3 for. glrienge⸗ lake cannot pay 
weh Dettſards an 8 * 


Glu 
The Proſeeution * rather to proc 0028 1 Rerwenge, 
chan 8 4 Moderation or moderate Courte. bn! 

I Note, e the rad 3 Jah. been carried on 
aal du puiſbnment of four of of the ſaid Perſons, in the Caſe 
hs — , 1 88 aller John Conſtan- 


$ tine, 


13 
(fide! William Jackſon an John Beale; of the ſaid Pariſl 
of Steptief;pCommirred to Newpate,' the 8h day of Novem- 
ber, 1703. upon Attachments, at the Suit cf: John Wright 
Vicar of the ſaid Pariſh; and who hath ſince diſcharged Ro- 
bert Chalkley 2 William Jackſon. | TR 


Daniel Abraham of Swarthmore, for 1 5. 8 d. de- native 
manded for ſmall Tithes; © was, the 12th of the 12h 
Month, 41901. taken Priſoner: by James Danſon, Bail, 

upon an Attachment our of the Chancery Court, of the 
County-Palatine of Lancaſter, at the Suit of John Woods 

of Dalton, Rector of the Rectory of Vlverſton, and the 

day following was carried Priſoner to Dalton-Caftte, 
where he hath been kept a cloſe Priſoner ſeveral Months, 

in a cold open Room, where at times it rained on the;. 
Bed where he lay; and remains Priſoner. 
qe zem 3} 01621199 ils t lid 1 

Note, The jaia Attachment was granted for want of Ap- 

pearance, altho* the ſaid Daniel Abraham was not ſecved 
with any Subpzna 10 appear to bis Bil. 


William Tilly, of Madford im the County of Somerſet, gt. 
was Subpzna'd into the Exchequer in Hillary - Term, Ie. 
1901 for aboùt 2 4.8 s. ger Annam, Tytlies für two 
-Years, at the Suit of Rabent Smith Impropriator, alcho? 
11. 45. did uſe to Diſcharge the ſaid LIythes. 

And for not appearing, was the 17th of Ofeher, 1702. 
ſorv'd With an Attatchment out; of the Exch er, as he 

was at Sher burne · Market in the County of Dorjer, and kept 
Priſoner at the Gaoler's Houſe there three Weeks and ſix 
Days, and afterwards committed to Dorſet Gaol, about 

the 14th Day of Nezember, 1702. and the 29th of tlie 

ſame was diſchargd by entring his Appearance. Af. 

ten which, upon an Attachmedt in Trinity Term, for not 
anſwoctiug. .Was taken pp and catried toward: I '#heſter- 

3 | Priton ; 


Berks. 


Cumbey- 


Cattle and Corn as hercafter Appraiſed; and locked 


L 14 ] 


Priſon; but the Bailiffs diſmiſt him, and went home to 


his Houle, and took a Yoke of Oxen which coſt him 104. 
and threatned to come and take more. | 


Priſoners for Non-payment of Church-Rates, 


idam Lawrance, of Weſt Charllow, in the County of 
Berks, and Elizabeth Vokins of the ſame, Widow, were, 


the 18th of the t1th Month, called January, 1703. Com- 


mited to Reading-Gaol, upon a Writ De Excommunicato 
Capierdo, for a Church-Rate (fo called) the Value de- 


manded of both of them being about gs. (to wit, of 


Adam Lawrance between 4 and 55. and of Elizabeth Vokins 
45. 94. ) at the Suit of the Church-Wardens of We/f- 
Charlow, aforeſaid, and contrary to the conſent of molt 
af their Pariſhioners, as by their Certificate it may ap- 
Par, 3 


Difreſſes by Sequeſtrations out of the Court of 
Exchequer. 


John Tayloz, of AV- Holme, in the County of Cam- 
berland, n the Year 1698. was proſecuted in the Exche- 
quer, in the name of Sir John Lowtber of Lowther, in the 
County of Weſtmoreland, by Lancelot Simpſon, of Penrith 
in Cæmberland, Farmer under him; and being fallly re- 


turned, Won eft Inventws, by Ambroſe Nichollſon, Under- 
Sheriff, contrary to his Promiſe——The ſaid Simpſon took 
advantage thereby, to run the ſaid John Taylor to a Com- 


million of Rebellion, and fo to a Sequeſtration ; and there- 
upon the ſad Simpſon and John Oliphant, Commillioners, 
with YJof: Hilſon and Tho. Fiſher, their Servants— ſeiz el 
up 
the 


7 
a 
\ 
C 
1 
1 
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the Barn- Door, until the ſaid Lancelot Simpſon” got-an 


Order of Court to Sell the ſame : And being required to 
prove his Demands, being 2 /. for ten Years, and a true 


account what he ſold the ſaid John Taylor's Goods for, 


and to whom——he procured the faid of. Hilſon and Tho, 
Fiſher to make Affidavit, that he had ſold them for the 
Value of 7 J. and all the reſt of his Goods were eaten with 
his Horſes, and leſt in his Poſſeſhon. om 
The ſaid John Taylor's Goods being thus Concealed and 
Imbezzelled, did fo affect both his Neighbours, and the 
Men that threſhed out the Corn, and helpt to carry it 
away, that it cauſed ſuch an Out cry among them, when . 


they heard how little Money was made in the Sale of ß 


his ſaid Goods, that they were very willing to Certifie 
the Court, That there was Cattle and Corn ſeized and 
carried away from the Houſe of the faid John Taylor, 
Appraiſed by them as under. 


| . 
G o4 10 
Two Kine, o5 10 

Seventy Buſhels of Oats, 28 oo 
Fifteen Ditto of Bigg or Barley, 9 oO 
One Ditto of Peaſe and Beans, 00 12 


— —J 


F 


39 


rn In all 
Note, That all the Corn was 24 Gallons © | 
to the Buſbel — and in that dear Tear. 


Of which ſaid Concealment and Imbezzlement ſeveral 
Affidavits were made, both by the Threſhers of his Corn, 
and others of his Neighbours, being Eye - witneſſes of 
what was taken away——A Motion was thereupon pro- 
cured in the Court of Exchequer, and Order given, That 
Report thereof ſhould. be referred: back to the Deputy- 
Rementbrancer, to be rectify'd if lie ſaw Cauſe; who 

there 
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(unbe- 
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| 16 7 
thereupon gave the aid 7% Taz/mr fame Allowance 
tor, the , Concealment,.of his Goods, tho?. ſhert of the 

Fine nee rennen lil ein eine. rin 
dy. US, tir eU na M. „ 2 nid owns cid ova 

The (aid L. Sinbſis being thereby. difappointed.of his 


* 


FExpactation, by Council, moved the Court ſeveral times 


that he might Seize again. But before ſie could, obtain 
i e s che Hi die Jen Lomber, ended 
'5 Days, Which put 2 {oath Fei Sec ch io hi 
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ot Cumber/ana, Sub pæna'd into the Exchequer, in the Year 
1697. at;the, Suit of Sir George Fletcher, ot Hut ton; Hell 
ia ihe Jame, Courty, Impropriator. And in the 5th 
Month of the ſame Year 1697. was Committed to Car- 
flile-Gaol, where he was kept under Confinement till the 
2d Month, 1698. and then was removed up by, Habe u 


AST” Een 1 [1% 118 1171 4 Ne 
1 Robert tnſon, of Lawrance- Holme, in the County 


t 


Plaintiff's Bill, and paying the Coft of Su 


Cor pus to the Excheguer. Bar; and for npt Anek the 


1 43 W425 Com- 


mitted to the Fleer-Priſon, London, beigg then 230 Miles 


from his Wife and Family. And notwithſtandjng his 
Impriſonment, Noob, the Plaintiff's Attorney, moved by 
Coungl for a Sergeant at Armes, and it was granted. —. 
pon“ which the ſaid Nobert was returned Von ef In- 
dent us, and then a Sequeſtration Was granted againſt him, 
the 26th of the 2d Month, called April, 1700. by force 
of which came JV-Utam Tomiinjon, a Commiſſioner, and 
401 igen, Bailiff, the 134h, of, the 34. Month, called 
4%, folowing——dnd fetter 4h bis“ Cor abduc his 
Houſe ( except aboir ten Pecks wit! che Sacks) togerher 
"with the live Goods: The moderate Computation or Va- 
We , wat ee 
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Five Kine, 14 10 co 

One Stear, 0 

Five Heifers with Calfe, 12 lo co 

Three young Heifers and a Stear, 1 

Two Heiters and a Stear, 80 

. Two Horſes, two Mares and a Colt, 16 6 8 
Twelve Buſhels of Bigg or Barley, 4 10 oo 
q Ten Ditto of Oats, £69; 6 
One and a Half of Peaſe and Beans, o 12 o 
Fifteen Sheep, and 8 Lambs, 3 1 80 

Sacks taken to carry away the Corn, 18 oo 

All the Corn was 24 Gallons to the Buſhel. —.— 
In all, 58 oo 9 

The Plaintiff's Demand being 26 J. 


And Coſt of Suit 294. ** 

And, notwithſtanding all this Havock, the Plaintiff's 
Attorney, Rooke, cettified the Court of Exchequer, that 
they had only ſeized to the Value of 35 /. odd Money, 
and thereupon moved the Court, by Councill, for an Or- 
der to ſeize the real Eſtate of the ſaid R. As into their 
hands; accordingly an Order was Granted, and the ſaid 
Rooke was gotten Home with it ; but before he got time 
to Execute it, the Plaintiff, Sir George Fletcher, was re- 
moved by Death=—and by that means were partly pre- 
vented from purſuing their Cruel Deſign. 

Whereupon the ſaid Rooke being vexed becauſe of his 
diſappointment, did, without any Order from the Plain- 
tiffs Executors, or any further proceeding in Law, upon 
the 19th Day of the firſt Month, call'd March, 1700. 
ſend rhe aſore- named Joſeph Wilſon, Pailiff, and ſome 


other Bailifis, as William Phillipſon and 1 :Uiam Thompſon, 
wh the old Sequeftration, and a pretended Letter of Or- 
der 


Cumbers 
l1nd, 
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der, and there pon again took away from the ſaid Robe, 
Atkizſon, one Horte and Cow, which coſt him 6 J. 165. 6. 
and four other Cattle he had to Fodder ( which were non: 
of his) and lock'd up his Barn-doors to ſecure his. Corn, 
But upon Motion made to the Barons of the Exchequer, :: 
Order was granted for to return back what Goods wer. 
taken ſince the Proſecutor*s Deceale, which were accord- 
ingly returned to the ſaid Robert, except his Horſe, and 
two Calves that were calved after they had taken the 
Cows away——and allo delivered back the Keys of h. 
Barn-doors, 


Geozge Sewley, of Ivegill in Cumberland, proſecutec 
for about 115. 8 4. demanded per Year, for about 5 or © 
Years Tithes, by Edward Haſell, of Dallamain in Cumber 
land, aforeſaid, Leaſſer of the Tithes, who obtained 
Sequeſtration out of the Exchequer, and by force thereo 
cauſed to be driven away (the zoth of the 2d Month, 
1702.) from the ſaid George Bewley, the following Cattle, 
namely : 

Four Oxen. 

Nine Hind or Heifers, which were with Calf. 

One Bull, a Cow and Calf (being the 1oth Cow. 
which came back to him again. 

Two Stears. 

Four young Heifers. 

Three Work-Horſes. 

Iwo Coults. 


All which the ſaid Haſell's Appraiſers valued at 59 /. 
altho well worth 2 J. And they demanded, notwith 
ſtanding all this Havock, 20 J. more for Charges. So 


that for about 3/7. 10 5. which was all this Haſell could 
prove upon Trial to be his pretended due, he has taken 
above twenty times the Value firſt demanded. And up- 
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on the 26th of the 2d Month, 1703. the ſaid George 
Bewley had taken from him, by the Servants of the laid 
Edward Haſell, by force of the old Sequeſtration, four 
Oxen and two Stears, which were Appraiſed by Men 0! 
their own chooſing, at 23 J. 105. altho' worth more, 


Jeremiah Ellis, of Marbleton in Suſſex, for 20 l. de. ge 
manded for two Years Tithes, by Roger Ca//ow Prieſt of 


+ uf Þ 


the ſame, by Thomas Jenkins of Halſlam, Attorney, 7 7c 


ma; Geers, THead-Bailiff of Haſting-Rape, John Fuller, Bain 
lif, and a Commiſſioner, who came with a Sequ2.tratior!, 
and took from him fix Oxen worth 44 /. 


Elias Ellis, of the ſame, for 7 J. demanded for two o 
Years Tithes, by the aboveſaid Prieſt, which is 2 /. 10s. 
more than was formerly paid, had taken from him by 

the aboveſaid Bailiffs, &c. with a Sequcitration, four 
Cows and Heiters, and a Calf, all worth 16 /. 105. 


Moſes French, of the ſame, for 8 J. demanded for Sins. 
two Years Tithes, by the aboveſaid Prieſt, had taken 
from him, by the ſaid Bailiffs, Cc. with a Sequeſtra- 
tion, two Cows, and four young Beaſts, worth 
I7/. 105. 


Common-T,aw Proceedings, 


John Miles, near Hereford, being proſecuted on the Ha 
Statute for Treble Damages, had, tor about 18 J. de- H, 
manded, for Corn and Graſs, in the Year 1699. taken 3 
from him for Thomas Daniel, Rector of the Pariſh of SFF. 
Anarew's, in the Town of Her: ford, by Arthur Bennet, 

Bailiff of the Dutchy, 5 1 Quartsrs and Buſhel of Bar- 

icy, at 19 5. 6 d. per Quarter, comes to, with 65 Buſh- 
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els of Peaſe, at 2 s. 6 d. per Buſhel, 57 /. 19 
4 4. 2 qre. 

And on the 14th of the firſt Month, called March, in 
the Year 1700. had taken, for the aforeſaid Rector, by 
William Rnomles, Officer, belonging to Woodſtreer-Comp- 
ter in London, for 25 l. 10 s. demanded for Tithe of Corn 
and Graſs, in Harveſt 1700.—$0 Quarter and 4 Buſhe!; 
of Malt, at 19s. 6 4. per Quarter, „ fo: . rs, 

WS 9-6 
Which, with the above 57 19 4 2 


Makes 134 8 


Robert Banton, of the Pariſh of Long-Sutton, for 
the Value of 7 or 8 J. for Great Tithes, according 
to the Eſtimate of two or three ſufficient Neighbours ot 
the ſaid Pariſh (not Quakers ) who were ready to have 
Teſtified the ſame, but were not admitted, was Arreſted 
by Henry Lockye, who hired the Parſonage of the Earl of 
Northampton, or his Steward——And his Cafe being 
brought to Trial at Taunton- Aſſizes, in the firſt Month, 
1698. the Jury brought in a Verdict againſt him of 15“ 
which at Treble Damages amounted to 45 /. upon which 
Richard Trow and John Spratt, Bailiffs, took away twelve 
Plough-Bullocks, and five Cows, valued by moderate 
Neighbours (not Quakers) at near 80 J. and returned 
enly two of the worſer Plough-Bullocks back, worth 
about 10 /. | 

So that for 7 or 8 J. Tithes (the firſt demanded ) they 
took away the Value of 80 J. worth of Cattle. 


Diſtreſ; 
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Diſtreſs by an Execution for Treeble-Damages. 


James Clothier, of Street in Somerſetſhire, at the Suit gere. 


of Timot in Reedman, Prieſt of Street and Malton, for Tithe, e. 


upon a Judgment of 62 J. 10 5. obtained againſt him at 


Common- Law, had Goods taken from him in Execution, 
by Richard Trow and two other Bailiffs, on the 19th day 
of December, 1701. being the very Day appointed by ths 
Government for a General Faſt, as followeth : | 

5 


And on the roth of the 7th Month, 1702. the 
ſaid James Clothier had taken from him, for 28 J. 
demanded by the ſaid Prieſt, for Arrears of 
Tithes, upon an Execution, five Cows, Appraiſ- 7 36 4 
ed by his Neighbours at 16 J. and 80 Sheep Ap- | ——— 
praiſed by them at 20 /. 1-046 


Four Fat Oxen, worth 23 l. 
Four Plough-Oxen, worth 22 /. 
Two Cows, worth 8 J. 
Two Yearlings, worth 21, 


Diſireſſes by T reeble-Domages out of the 


_ Common-Pleas. 


Jſadc Averill, of Broadway, Proſecuted upon the Sta- naler. 
tute of 7 reeble. Damages, by the Lady Coventry, at the Sum- 
mer-Afſizes, 1700. twas found for the Plaintiff to the Va- 
lue of 13 J. and Execution Awarded for 39 J. Treeble. Da- 
ages, altho* the Original Claim for 3 Years Tithes was 
but 6 J. 9 c. had the following Goods taken from him. 


Four 


L 22 ] 


Four Mares, two Colts 

Six Cows 

Two Hogg-Piggsor Shuts 

One New Waggon 

Thirteen Buſhels of Wheat 

Three Buſhelsof Barley arid two of Peale 
Five Sacks, and a Cart-rope 

One Bed, two Boulſters, one pair of Sheets, | 


three Covercloths, one Pillow OY 3 9370 
Four Braſs Pans, two Pots 2 mw 
Six Pewter-Dilhes, two Kettles 1 ar 
One Cheſt, and one Oval Table 12 ak 
Three Flitches of Bacon, one pair of field-Geers, 2 4 [ 
1 8 85 
And on the 1oth and 11th Days of the 2d Month, called the 
April, 1701, had taken from him, by William Geatley and ma 
Villiam Weſtwood, Bailiffs, at the Suit of Auth. Stephens, who al 
hath a quarter-part of the Tithes ; the tollowing 1 aa 75 
be 
Four Cows 11 Io - 
Two Mares and one Gelding, worth 8 Io tt 
Two Piggs, worth 1 10 
Twenty Buſhels of Pulſe, heap'd Meaſure, at 2 1 I 
25. 44, per Buſhel j 3 f. 
Four Buſhels of Barley, at 2 5. per Buſhel 8 ; 
Three new half-quarter Sacks, worth 6 
One long Cart, with a new pair of Wheels, worth 6 x 
One new Dung-cart Rope, one pair of Tongs, a pair 8 0 
of Iron Tenpins, 4 Halters, and 1 new Girt, worth | 


3 1 8 
The Value of the Tithe for which the aforefaid Goods 
were taken, by the higheft Eſtimation is 2 /. 105, 


The 
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The ſaid Iſaac Averill is now a- new / proceeded againſt, 
being taken up on the Sheriffs Warrant, dated the 22d of 
November, 1703. and Committed to the County-Gaol, at 
the Suits of John Phillips, John Davies and William Laim 
pet, Tithe-Farmers under the Lady Coventry, their demand 
being 60 /. for 3 4th parts of the Tithes. 

Note, That ſuch extream Charges of the Court of Exche- 
quer, #5 no ſmatl Diſcouragement to many from anjwering 
that Court, If they do Anſwer, it's apparent what extrava- 
gant Bills of Coſt follow : And if they do not Anſwer, the 
Bill being thereupon taken, pro confeſſo, there appears nt 
much . er in the exceſſive Bills of Coſt; So that the Up- 
preſſion is very Heavy and Ruinous, whether they Anſwer or not. 


It having ſeemed good to the Parliament, to Enact (of late 
Years) ſundry new Laws for the more Eaſie Recovery of Tithes, WE 
cannot but believe it was the intent of the Government, thats 
thoſe Laws ſhould be Eaſie, both to them of whom Tithes are de- 
manded, as well as to them that Claim Tithes; yet nevertheleſs, 
divers Claimers of Tithes, being not confined by the ſaid New 
Laws to thole more eaſic Ways ( out of Envy, or miſled by their 
Attorneys, to Ruine their Neighbours) have choſen to Sue by 
the old Chargeable Methods at Common-Law, where the Conſe- 
au is Treeble- Damages, and ſometimes Coſts of Suit added 
Tnereto, : 

Some have Sued in the Exchequer, where Charges of Suit have 
amounted ro 40, 60, or 80 J. for a ſmall Sum at firſt demanded. 

Whereupon at laſt a Sequeſtration hath iſſued upon the De— 
fendent's whole Eſtate, both Real and Perſonal, and all for the 
Tithes only. 

Some have been Cited to appear at the Eccleſiaſtical- Courts, 
many Miles from their Habitations, and there proſecuted to Ex. 
communication, and by the- Writ De Excommunicato Capien do, 
have been Impriſoned far remote from their Wives, Families. 
and Imployments, and all for a ſmall demand of Tithes, more 
Eaſily Recoverable by the ſaid New Laws. 
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E 
Howbeit, where the Sum demanded is hut ſmall, ſome Proſe- 
cutors forbear Demand or Suit for ſome Years, until it amounts 
to a conſiderable Sum, and then Proſecute us in the Exchequer, or 
other Chargeable Methods, as atoreſaid, which does beſpeak a 
Deſign of Revenge and Ruine. 

Divers of you had of late Years Accounts of ſome unreaſonable 
Severitics of theſe forts; and you are agala preſented with theſe 
few Inſtances preceding, to ſhew not only the continuance, bus 
the increaſe of this our Suffering Caſe, becauſe the Proſecutor is 
ſtil] at liberty to Ruine us. | 

Note allo, that there are a great number of the ſaid People 
in ſeveral Counties, againſt whom Proſecution is begun in the Ex- 
chequer, tending to the like ruinous way of Impriſonment and Se- 
queſtrations, for Non-payment of Tithes, whoſe Names at pre- 
{cnt arc omitted, until diſcovery of the Effect of the Proſecution. 

The Names of the Counties wherein they are begun, are as 
followeth.—-viz. Devonſhire, Eſſex, Huntingtonſhire, Leiceſter ſhire, 
Lincolnſhire, Northamptonſhire, Somerſetſhire, London, Middleſex, 
Surry, Suſſex, Yorkſhire. | 

Let is be further obſerved, That upon Application and Com- 
plaint to ſorne of the Biſhope, of the Severe and Rigorous Pro- 
ccedings of ſome of the Clergy within their reſpective Dioceſe's, 
they have ſo far Compaſſionately repreſented the ſame, as that 
they have written to them to manifeſt their diſlike thereof; which 
hath influenced ſome of them to ſtay Proſecution ; others 
are reſolved to proceed in that vexatious Proſecution they have 
begun, to the ruine of their innocent Neighbours, whom the 
Biſhops ſay they cannot prevail with. 

I is therefore humbly hoped theſe things will be ſo far taken into your 
Serious and Chriſtian Conſideration, in Compaſſion to the Sufferers, 
to prevent ſuch Ruinous Proceedings for ſmall Sums; leſt by ſuch 
ſevere Proſecutions, many Induſtrious People ſhould be reduced, and 
render d uncapable to pay their Pariſh- Rates, for the Poor, &c. and 
their National Taxes laid upon them, to the Queen, for the Support 
of the Government; and thereby become Unſerviceable in their 
Places, and Chargeable to others, by ſuch Cruel and Unreaſonable 
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